How To Read And Interpret Government Design Build Specifications 

After reviewing the project documents the section most important to developing a bid proposal is the Project Program.  The Project Program is broken into 6 sections: 1) Project Description, 2) Project Objectives, 3) Site Analysis, 4) Building Requirements, 

5) Room Requirements, and 6) Engineering Systems Requirements.  Each section functions as follows: 

1-Project Description:  A including the buildings mission background, function, project design priorities, appropriate design, and design challenges.

2-Project Objectives:  The buildings mission background, function, project design priorities, appropriate design, and design challenges.

3-Site Analysis: Describes existing site conditions, and site development requirements. 

4-Building Requirements:  Identifies space tabulations (I.e. SF or SM), ceiling heights, occupant load, room type (which is directly related to section 5) and remarks (for special requirements).  It also covers space relationships, exterior character and interior systems, Refer to this section when the specifications in Section 6 describe multiple materials types (I.e. precast concrete walls vs. CMU) or systems to determine which item to use. This section can be used to estimate finish quantities, and HVAC calculations

5-Room Requirements:  Describes and dimensions typical and special room requirements (I.e. ceiling heights, floor finish), lists room requirements by room type with special requirements noted (STC ratings, marker boards, projectors) 

6-Engineering Systems Requirements: Section 6 describes material, systems and testing specifications.  The section is broken into twenty sections as follows: 

A10-Foundations



F20-Selective Building Demolition

B10-Superstructure   



G10-Site Preparations

B20-Exterior Closure



G20-Site Improvements

B30-Roofing




G30-Site Mechanical



C10-Interior Construction


G40-Site Electrical Utilities

C20-Stairs




Z10-General Performance Specifications 

C30-Interior Finishes 

D10-Conveying Systems 

D20-Plumbing

D30-HVAC

D40-Fire Protection System

D50-Electrical power And Lighting 

E10-Equipment

E20-Furnishings

Part 6 lists specifications for requirements described in Parts 4 and 5 

