
APPENDIX A: AGENCY COORDINATION 





September 21, 2005 

Ms. Maricela Constantino 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Chesapeake Bay Field Office 
177 Admiral Cochran Drive 
Annapolis, Maryland  21401 

Dear Ms. Constantino: 

On behalf of the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD), Naval Air Station (NAS) Patuxent River, and in 
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Louis Berger Group, Inc. is 
preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) to determine the potential effects associated with the 
proposed construction of an Aircraft Prototype Facility (P-588) military construction (MILCON) project 
at NAS Patuxent River. The location of NAS Patuxent River is shown on Figure 1. The project would 
consist of three major components. The first component, Phase I, would construct a modified Type I 
hanger module that includes adjacent technical and support areas, totaling 28,209 square feet (2,630 
square meters).  Phase II would include construction of a two-story addition to the Phase I facility. Phase 
III would include construction of an additional modified Type II hanger with a parking apron and taxiway 
access.  The three phases of the proposed action would also require site improvements such as utility 
extensions, aircraft apron and taxiway access, jet blast barriers, vehicle parking and roadways, sidewalks, 
and landscaping. The three components of the project would incorporate anti-terrorism/force protection 
design elements including security fencing and lighting, access control, video surveillance and intrusion 
detection systems, vehicle and personnel barriers, and perimeter access control.  

The EA will evaluate two alternative site locations for accomplishing the proposed action:   

1. Alternative A.  Under Alternative A, the proposed Aircraft Prototype Facility would be 
constructed on the NAS Patuxent River on an approximately 50-acre (20-hectare) site. The site is 
located adjacent to, and to the south of, Taxiway A. The area is bounded by Shaw Road on the 
south, Switzer Road on the east, and a narrow cleared field to the west.  The site is primarily 
forest bordered by narrow open fields, and is located just west of the existing South Engineering 
Center and the Robert N. Becker Laboratory.  The location of Site A is shown in Figure 2. 

2. Alternative B.  The site being considered under Alternative B is located in the vicinity of the 
existing VQ-4 complex.  The area to be evaluated is located to the south of Taxiway A in the 
vicinity of the installation garden plots and is bounded by Buck Road to the east, Buse Road to 
the southeast and south, Tate Road to the southwest, and Leader Road to the west. The site is 
currently composed of both forested and agricultural/open space uses.  The location of the area 
considered under Alternative B is shown in Figure 3. 

The EA also considers the No Action Alternative.  Under the No Action Alternative, the proposed project 
would not be implemented.  



The purpose of this correspondence is to request a current list of federally listed threatened, endangered 
species that are known to occur, or that could potentially occur on, or in the vicinity of NAS Patuxent 
River and the proposed project areas.  I would also like to know if there are any other sensitive natural 
resources or ecosystems that should be considered during the development of the EA.  For quick 
reference, NAS Patuxent River can be found on the United States Geological Survey 7.5 series 
topographic map for St. Mary’s City, Maryland.  A regional map showing the location of NAS Patuxent 
River (Figure 1) and maps showing the location of each alternative (Figures 2 and 3) are enclosed. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, I can be reached by phone at (202) 912-0306, 
by facsimile at (202) 293-0787, or by e-mail at scauley@louisberger.com.  Thank you in advance for your 
assistance. 

Sincerely, 
The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Shannon R. Cauley 
Senior Scientist 

cc: Carolyn Woods, Planner in Charge, Engineering Field Activity Chesapeake 
 Lori Gutman, Project Manager, The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 
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September 21, 2005 

Ms. Lori Byrne, E-1 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
Wildlife and Heritage Division 
Tawes State Office Building 
580 Taylor Avenue 
Annapolis, Maryland  21401 

Dear Ms. Byrne: 

On behalf of the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD), Naval Air Station (NAS) Patuxent River, and in 
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Louis Berger Group, Inc. is 
preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) to determine the potential effects associated with the 
proposed construction of an Aircraft Prototype Facility (P-588) military construction (MILCON) project 
at NAS Patuxent River. The location of NAS Patuxent River is shown on Figure 1. The project would 
consist of three major components. The first component, Phase I, would construct a modified Type I 
hanger module that includes adjacent technical and support areas, totaling 28,209 square feet (2,630 
square meters).  Phase II would include construction of a two-story addition to the Phase I facility. Phase 
III would include construction of an additional modified Type II hanger with a parking apron and taxiway 
access.  The three phases of the proposed action would also require site improvements such as utility 
extensions, aircraft apron and taxiway access, jet blast barriers, vehicle parking and roadways, sidewalks, 
and landscaping. The three components of the project would incorporate anti-terrorism/force protection 
design elements including security fencing and lighting, access control, video surveillance and intrusion 
detection systems, vehicle and personnel barriers, and perimeter access control.  

The EA will evaluate two alternative site locations for accomplishing the proposed action:   

1. Alternative A.  Under Alternative A, the proposed Aircraft Prototype Facility would be 
constructed on the NAS Patuxent River on an approximately 50-acre (20-hectare) site. The site is 
located adjacent to, and to the south of, Taxiway A. The area is bounded by Shaw Road on the 
south, Switzer Road on the east, and a narrow cleared field to the west.  The site is primarily 
forest bordered by narrow open fields, and is located just west of the existing South Engineering 
Center and the Robert N. Becker Laboratory.  The location of Site A is shown in Figure 2. 

2. Alternative B.  The site being considered under Alternative B is located in the vicinity of the 
existing VQ-4 complex.  The area to be evaluated is located to the south of Taxiway A in the 
vicinity of the installation garden plots and is bounded by Buck Road to the east, Buse Road to 
the southeast and south, Tate Road to the southwest, and Leader Road to the west. The site is 
currently composed of both forested and agricultural/open space uses.  The location of the area 
considered under Alternative B is shown in Figure 3. 

The EA also considers the No Action Alternative.  Under the No Action Alternative, the proposed project 
would not be implemented.  



The purpose of this correspondence is to request a current list of federal and state listed threatened, 
endangered species that are known to occur, or that could potentially occur on, or in the vicinity of the 
NAS Patuxent River and the proposed project areas.  I would also like to know if there are any other 
sensitive natural resources or ecosystems that should be considered during the development of the EA.  
For quick reference, NAS Patuxent River can be found on the United States Geological Survey 7.5 series 
topographic map for St. Mary’s City, Maryland.  A regional map showing the location of NAS Patuxent 
River (Figure 1) and maps showing the location of each alternative (Figures 2 and 3) are enclosed. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, I can be reached by phone at (202) 912-0306, 
by facsimile at (202) 293-0787, or by e-mail at scauley@louisberger.com.  Thank you in advance for your 
assistance. 

Sincerely, 
The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Shannon R. Cauley 
Senior Scientist 

cc: Carolyn Woods, Planner in Charge, Engineering Field Activity Chesapeake 
Lori Gutman, Project Manager, The Louis Berger Group, Inc.  
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